The Child with 'ﬂ@
General Lear
Disability

Factsheet for parents and teachers

What is meant by generalized or global
learning disability,

Learning disability used to be known as intellectual handicap or mental
retardation. A child with a general learning disability findss it more difficult
to learn, understand and do things compared to other children of the
same age. The degree of disability can vary greatly. Some children will
never learm to speak and even when they grow up will need help with
looking after themselves — feeding, dressing or going to the toilet. On the
other hand, the disability may be mild and the child will grow up to

become indeperndent.

General learning disability is different from specific learning difficulty (see
Factsheet on specific learning difficulties), which means that the person

find's one particular thing hard, but manages well in everything else. For

example, a child can have a specific learning difficulty in reading, writing

or understanding what is said to them, but have no problem with learring

in other areas of lite.

What causes general
learning disabilityy

Causes include genetic factors, infection before birth, brain injury at birth, brain
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infections or brain damage after birth. Examples include Down’s syndrome, Fragile

X syndrome and cerebral palsy. In nearly one-half of children affected, the cause

of the disability remains unknown.
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