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Difficulties ﬂﬂ

Factsheet for parents and teachers

What is a specific learning difficultyq
A child with a specific learning difficulty is as able as any other child, except in one or
two areas of their learning. For instance, they may find it difficult to recognise letters,

or to cope with numbers or reading.

There are many different types of specific learning disability, but the
best known is probably dyslexia. In dyslexia, the child has difficulty
with written symbols. Although these children are generally intelligert,
they have difffculty with reading and spelling. It may be difficult for
parents and teachers to realise that a child has this sort of problem,
especially if their development has appeared quite normal in the
early years. Often, the child will appear to understand, have good
ideas, and join in storytelling and other activities as well as other
children and better than some. Sometimes it can take years for

adults to realise that a child has a specific difficulty.
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