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Factsheet for parents and teachers

What are autism and Asperger syndrome?

Autism and Asperger syndrome are developmental disorders that are due to abnormalities
in the way the brain develops and works.

Autism shows itself in the first 3 years of life. Asperger syndrome is a less well-defined
condition and may not be recognised until after a child starts school.

What are the signs?

Children with autism or Asperger syndrome have difficulties in three

main areas:

@ socialising
@ communication

@ behaviour

Sometimes these problems are noticed soon after birth, but more often
they become apparent after a year or two of apparently normal

development.
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